
G R O U P  9

The Wonderful
OURSELVES

House We Live In. and Our Place in
CHAPTER 37

the World

fhe  Houscs  o l  Par l la [ re I t  a t  w( : : t rn [ ts te r

PARLIAMENT AN D
I ' : .r l l  countries and in all ages men have
I'  l ' ,  en slad to submit to the rule of the
. : i of their kind.
' l 

Irc savagc tribe found in some rvise
'. I clougbty rvarrior a cornmander lvho

:id lead thenr in war and guide ther.n in
.- .:c.. Sti l l  today, in the nost advanced
. . : , isat ions,  men inst inct ivc ly  look lor
, I r:hip, and it is rarcly that in timc

: lrial a nation fails to lind some man
: Jistir-rction u'ho seems to tl're great

" , ' ,r l i ty to ernbody the nation's spirit.
1.. :hc cricket club finds its captain, so the
': I ,r or the nation finds its chieftain..l 

hc earl5r English callcd thcir leaders
. '.<s, but our own kings liave ceased to be

,'.-givcrs or leaders in battle. They have
,'rrrc by a long process of change lhc

' :.sidcnts of a free people. The King
. bccome a personal embodiment of the

-' ,ic', rvho excrcises porver thror-rgh a
, ,.'ernrnent chosen by the people and

: -l)onsible to the Council of the Nation,
', '  Parliament elected by the peopie.

\onr inel ly  the I i ing st i l l  rc ta ins h is
'. ' i trrt powcrrs of rnaking larvs, appointing

' .1 : tcrs,  cor t fcr r i r tg  honours,  or  cven of
i . r r i r rq * 'ar ;  but  in  pract icc the I i ing

- l lre scrvant of the nation, and alr,vavs
-., nts to laws passcd by both Houses

-r I)arl ianrent.

tsODY, MIND, AND

HO\T IT VORKS
The events which have led to this great

change in the position of the British I(ing
represent a continuous dcveloprnent of
the conception o{ dernocratic rule, the rule
of the people for the people by the peo1,,le.
The King acts as head of our democratic
State, and hi-s acts are thus the acts of
the people themseh,es, expressing their
desires through Parliamer.rt.

The I(ing does not even preside over
the Council of the nation. This chanee
came about in the reign of George the
First, the German King of Englar-rd rvho
could not slrcak English.

The nation is governed under a com-
plicated systcm of lau' atid custom which
we cali the Brit ish Corrstitution. In
respcct of many imltortant matters the
Constitution is unr,vritten, resting not on
rvritten larvs, but ori custorn. I\{anv
countries have a rvritten Constitution
rvhich scts out clcarly what can and
caunot be done by the governing institu-
tions ; but the advantage of an unlvritten
Constitution is that it can be changed to
suit ner'v needs.

The process by u'hi,:h r've citizens chose
oirr actual rulers in Great Britain is
farrri i iar to us all. The country is divided
into sections o{ town and country whictl
rve call Constituencies, ernd each of these
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returns one or rnore rcrpresentative-s ri'hom highest Larv Court of Appeal, and the
we call Membcrs of Parliament. Bv the Larv Lords hold life l)ccrases. One of thc
srmc methor l  o f  secrc t  vo t i r t s  as  in  r l re  g re l tcs t  char rges  rv l r i , ' h  h i t .occL ln 'L 'd  in
case of a To*'tr  Coun,: i l ,  men aud \vomcn thc develolrr-ncnt of l)ari iamcnt u'as that
r r rak t '  t l r t ' i r  c l ro ice .  I ' . v , ' r y  tn l t r r  r rho  l r l s  t l t c  Contn tc r r rs  foug l r t  fo r ,  a r r t l  n 'on  th t ,so le
reachccl 2r, an(l  has l ivcd in thc siuite place r iglrt  of votinq supplics-rvl i ich means the
for at lcast J nronti.rs, is plircr'd on tlrc light of raisir.rg mone-v n.:cclccl for tire
register of votcrs. Evcry rvoniatr rr ' } to purposcs of governutctrt .
hzrs-rcache.d thc_ag1e of zr and is enti t lccl The two Houses oI parl i .ment, I_orcls
to be rcgisterecl as a local govcrnment a'cl Com'o's. me,ct in sl.e:rt rooms at
c lec to r ,  t , r  rvho  is  n rar r i t ,d  I  o  a  vo t ( ' r  en t i t  l cd  \ \ i , s t  n r  ins t  t , r .  *  i r i ch  l i c  in  t ) i "  s , ,  n ,c  s t  r  rL ieh  t
t() be so. rcgistcrt 'd, I tas ttre r iglrt  to vot,: .  l ine. Tlrev arc corrr i t .ctecl l ;y a long'fhe 

nurnber of rrrt:mtrcrs rtrturnccl to Parlia- co'.iclor, iir thc micldic ol rvlic"h is a bi[
rnent^is 6r5,. l-ngland _ancl \\talcs -sending lobbr,. "I'his long corriclor is in a straighi
523, Scotland 7.q,and Northern lreland 13. i i 'e iadth thc cenirc of the Httr ise of Loicls
THE Two oRouPs oF PARLIAMENT on onc sidc, and thc ccntrc oI thc Housc of
I THAT GovERN THE NATIoN Comntons on the othcr. At one enLl of this

l\Icmbcrs of Parlian'rcnt rcccive. {4oo a line is tlrc liing,s I'ltyone in lhc Hotise of
vear, wlrich cn:rbles poor men to sit in the Lortls ancl at lie olltt:r cnd, is llte S bcaher'"s
House o{ Commons. CJtaiy in tltc Ho.usc of Contntons.

l 'hr '  I- luusc tt f  Conrnrt- 'ns is. {rcqrrcnr. l l  A Gcncr.ul l l lcct iol1 lravitrg takcrr place
rc-elcctcd. llnclcr thc larv r't must bc thc nc'nvlv-ckrctecl nrcnberJ. :rssembie in
rc-elr'ctctl evcry fivc )rears, - but at an-v tirc Housc of Comntols, and take the oath
tirne thc liin,g, on the advicc <-rf his of allcsialcc. 

'fhc 
formal opcning of

Ministcrs, mav dissolvc P:rr l ianrcr.rt  ancl P1l iar1i l t  t1ic1 t lkcs olacc. '  Thi l  is
orcler a nerv elect ion. usnaljvDerfolrcd bvthc l i in( hin.rsclf  lvho

Parliirnrent, irs lve have it torlzr,v, is gocs to ihc Housc of Lorcls foi the prlrpose.
dividcrl  into trvo groul)s. 

' fhc 
f irst is the THE spEEcH FR.M THE THR.NE *HEN

Housc o f  Lor r l s ,  cons i : ; t ing  o f  a l l  thc  I  rxe  KrNG opENs paRLTAMENT
lingli-sh pe('rs sitlinq to5;ctltcr ivitlt . a I' clccl.riug parliament open thc con_
ccrta.il numbcr .of pcr,rs rcprcscntin{ thc stit*tional 'sJge is for thc Ki;g to make a
I)eeragcs of Scotland ancl Ircl:urcl, and t.hc .i:isrrofs oi thc-church^:rX,:*5* 'r'hc 

#:i'Jc"i,:lli.'t"l[ffl[Ul',1#j:"'.i."r1:sccond is thc Hous" of. S:T,llllll, !-",i^ is callcd thc Iiing;s spccch." Br-rt it is notsisting of .thtr llunb*: 
:l fTl'jl:11."!.Y1]: ihc I(ing's Spcciir at'a11, but a statcmcntare actuttll_y electccl represcntatives of the carcfullli rvri'ttcn by the i(i'g,s mi'istcrs

pcoplc therrrsclves' to bc reaci bv thc I(ins. Herc is the
Parlianient has clevcloped through long grcater par.t of thc specch with which

centurics of change. lire early Parlia-- ?ti;i-b.i;i; ;;.;"; th" ,."." sessiol of
ments werc rcal lv mcctings. of . thc I{ i lg 's pari iamcni ' in Feb*rary,,  r<;17.
Cor rnc i l lo rs ,  togr ' iher  rv i th - the  ju r lges  i rnd
bishol.rs o'ril *,jio. or tlrc euir.r ;;.1 b-;r";r. Mv Lords, ancl Gentle'ren,

I'hc Lity Burgcsses .'cI K'i51irts of thc For the third time itl succession I sttmnlon you

Shire. u,iro r""r.6 the first reorcs-cntativcs of to yo'-rr deliberrtions in the midst of rvar.

the nation, wcre suntnloned to appear be- Certain overtures, of which yotl are aware,
fore Parliament, and dir.l so hunt6ly with have been mede by the ener.r.ry with a view to the
their chief spokcsman, who cane to be openingof peacenegotiat ions. Theirtenor,how-
cailcd the Spczrkcr, at their hcad. ever, inclicatecl no possible basis for peace.
THEoREAT R loHTwHlcH  THEcoMMoNS i \ l v  neou le  t h roucho : r t  t he  Eu ro i r e  l nd  mvI  FOUGHT FOR AND WON

y  , .  - , , . . . _ - , ' - . . - . _ _ . . : r  _ - - . . . r  f l i t h f u l a n . l h e r o i c A l l i e s r e m n i n s t e e d f a s i l y r n , l
rn ume I  ' | l rs  1\  at lonal  Louncl t  Dassco

througir ."-iit uUi" .i.;;g;;.-- fir"'p.",i unatrinrouslv resolved to secure the just denrands

and bishoos conce'tratccf i' tt,.ttorr'r" nt for reparation and restitution in respect of the

Lorcls. The reprcsentatives of the people past and the guarantees for the fLrture which rve

deliberatccl by ihenisclves ancl forniid fhc regard as essentill to the progres:r of civilisation.
House of Commons. 

'fhe judges ceased to In response to an invitttion frorn the President
be Lords of Par-liament, although still we of the Urritecl States of Anrerica, we have outlined,
have thc organic connection in the fact so far as can be done at present, the general
that in the House of Lords remains the objects necessarily irnpliect by these aims . . .
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PARLIAMENT AND

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
You will be asked to make the necessary pro.

vision for the effective plosecution of the war.
My Lords, arrd Gentlemen,

The accomplishment of the task to which I
have set my hand will entail rrnsparing demands
upon the energies and resources of all my sub-
jects, I am assured, however, that my people
will respond to every call necessary for the
success of our cause with the sanre indomitable
ardour and devotion that have filled me with
pride and gratitude since the war began.

If it had been a time of peace insteacl of
war, the speech would have-referred to pro-
posed new larvs. It is important to notice
that the King opens his speech by address-
ing My l.ords, and Gentlemen, but that in
the middlc of it he breaks off and addresses
the Gentlemen of the House of Commons
speciallv on finance. That is because the
House o{ Commons has the solc constitu-
tional right to deal, zaith monev matters.

The members of the House of Commons
are summoned to the House of Lords to
hcar the I(ing make his speech, and they go
in procession down the long corridor headed
by their Speaker.
T H E  T H R E E  F U N C T I O N E  O F  T H E
I  H O U S E  O F  C O M M O N S

Parliament thus being opened, debates
lxgin in both Houses, and the first thing
clone is to discrrss the King's Spcech, which
<ivcs an opportunity to raise any qrrestion.
I'or example, if a Member thinks the
( iovcrnment is not attendins to a certain
' lrrty hc ciin at once complain that it is not
:nt'ntioned in the King's Specch.

I he House of Commons has three dis-
:inct functions. It decides what money
-:,.rl l  bc raised and how it shall bc spcnt-;
.: nrakcs new laws or amends old ones ;
:: controls the administration o{ law.

.\s to the very important niatter oI
-:.nding money and raising taxes, the

, 'nrmons, for the purpose of guarding
, taxpayer's interests, resolves itself for a
::{ part o{ the scssion into what is called
,:umittee of Supply, and cxamines in
tlil the money requirements of every
: artment of the Government, r,virether
i,,c the Army, or the Navy, or the

:r:cational Department, or the National
.i l t.r 'r ' . or the Board of Asricultrrre., ..1, rr ', or thc Board of Agricultulc.
'.. r l sum of money required has to be
:.d, ancl thus an opportunity is given to

:::r,-'rsc unneccssarv expenditure or discuss
-:.r 'anccs. This i i a very important part
: '.hc u-ork of the House.

HO\v IT \TORKS

As to raising money, the Minister oI
Finance, who istailed t[e Chancellor of the
Exchequer, produces each year a statement
showing what thc Government estimates
it will have to spend, and what taxes it
pl-oposes to levy to meet the expenses.
This statement is called the Budgct, and
the Chancellor's proposals are embodied in
an Act of Parliament called the Finance
Act, which has to be passed into law bv
the Commons, the House of Lords havinl
no power to reluse to pass it.

T H E  R T O H T  O F  T H E  H O U S E  O F  L O R D S
I  TO REJECT A COMMONS BILL

As to making new laws, or amending old
ones, nearly all important measures are
first introduced into the Comrnons, and
then introduced into the Lords. When
both Houses have passed a measure, the
I{ing formally gives his Assent, ancl an Act
of Parliament is made. The peers have
the right to rcfuse to pass a meaiurc passed
by the $ouse of Commons, but only a
limited right. This limita.tion of the power
of the I-ords was made in rgrr, when it was
enacted that if a Public Bii l was oasscd bv
the House of Commons in three iuccessiv-e
sessions, it should receive the Royal Assent
even if the House of Lor<ls rejeclcd it.

When a new law is introduced into
Parliament it is callcd a Rill, and the Bill
does not become an Act until it rcceives
the Royal Assent. Any private member
can introduce a Bill, and scores of measures
are thus introduced, lrut Governments take
up so much of the time of Parliament that,
unless a private member can get the
Government to bacl< his Bill, ancl es-
pecially to girre him time, he has little
chance of getting it through. In twenty
years ferv private mernbers have succeeded
in making new Acts of Parliament.

JJow  A  B ]LL  BECOMES AN
I  I  ACT  OF  PARL IAMENT

Even the Government itself often finds
it difficult cnough to pass a Bill through
Parliament. The procedure is long and
tcdious. First the Bill is presentcd to the
House and formally given i First Reading.
Then comes the really important battle on
the principle of the Bill, the debate on the
Second Reading. The lVlinister in charge of
the Bill then makes a speech expl:rining it,
a clebate foliows-which may extend in the
case of an important Bil l to-several davs-
and there is then a division. If the Bill
secrlres a majority of votes it is said to have
passed the Second Reading, and it is then
referred to a committee, which mav be
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OURSELVES

either a committee of the wholc House, tuency, and so on, and thc l I .P. has more
a grancl cominittee of a ser:tion of the th:rn a man can reasonablv lind time to
House, or a spccial coumittee formccl lor do. In practice soine niembers work verv
the purpo-se. 

- 
harcl,  at icl  ot lrers ver'12 l i t t le ;  but forty-

ln Committee the Bill is exumined clause c.ight hours in a day would not be enough

bv claust, and li'e bv line. ancl it somclimes to get through all the work a mcmber finds
lak t .s  u .eeks  to  l ran imt , r  i t  ou t .  

' l ' h r  
B i l l  i s  rva i r ing  fo r  h im.

almost surc to bc altcrcd, scinret imes o Tne soLEMN REspoNsrBrlrry oF THE
lit t le, and somctimcs a gleat deal. Hs-r, ing I oFFlcE oF pRIME MtNtsrER
thus bcen amenclecl, thc Bill is reoortecl
to the Ho'sc b1z the Committce's Chairma', - - Thc I{ing-'s -Go.vernment . is a b-ody o{

ancl then foli<trvs another stage of ex- ilIen-rbers of Parliament choscn I,y tn.

amination calleci the Rcport Stige. This Prirne Ministcr, rvho is chosen bv thc

c6lsists of the clctailcd s*r'ev of the entire I(ing because he is the rcprescntative of

tsill by the wh.le Ho'r.'- T|r; Bill fi;;iit the majority of the 1;t:ople rvho cast their

.nrn".'up 1or f}rircl Rr-'ac1ing, rvhen, if it votes. l'he Prime Minister is thus an

ol.,rairrs a'nrajori t l . ,  i t  i ;  l ; ;r . ; ; i  
" .  

J" i ' , , .  in. t 'xcecrl ingly intpoltant lnan, and his

House of Coinnro"rrs is ct.rr.rccr.ncd. fhc,n it Powers are ellormous. .In -choosirg iris

got's to the I-orcls, *h" t;ti";t ir t" ; .;i;;- colleagues he- clccides. the -fate of- great

ivhat similar proccss, on.l lt it passt:s the lrlca-sures, ancl tlrr: spirit of the adminis-

Lords, the l{ing, by his for.mal Asscnt, tlation of grcat offrces. It is impossibl.e.to

makes it an .\ci'.of ?",:iin"i."i.- cllggcrate the tlegree of .responsibilitv
which rc'sts on him, and al l  his waking

THE TIME-WASTING METHoD oF voT lNo hours  a rc  h l l t ,d  $ ' i th  anx ic , t ies .
r  T H A T  W I L L  H A V E  T O  B E  A L T E R E D

Nc\t  to  th; r t  o f  l ) r imc Min is tcr ,  t l rc  nrost
\o l l t l {  l r i  lnc  f louse or  Loml l )o l l s  ts  a  i, -  

'  - ; ; ' - ^ -  - - -  
; -  

*  i lnpor tan t  o l l iec r  o f  thc  Govcr t rment  i s  thc
:1lfl.lili.ll::l 'il '",::.'i ' lliili,l '; ,:l::T:,:,i?:^'s clranct.llor or tire lischt.,1uer. He is usuall-vxctrrarry rtrvr(t ' '  Dy ,.,,"1^t1fl. l i ::. ,"Y:t: i: rt.grrrt lt,d as rhc I,r irr; i, I l inistcr's f irsi
,41'9s. to thc right, A;o{rs to thc lcft' In the lieute'ant. It is his cr'tv to safesuard the
::?.'li"'..11:.: lil:: l:ll"l:li'_.i:l'll,Y^ sflls: nariouat purs(., and i,, pr."'",u. ttre\vay=' wn(' lc t l lcv al 'e c(). t lntc(1, l l l (e.sl lecp 

national c, i ' ,1i t .  I t  is he $. lro lcvies taxes.DV l l le clcn(s. l l l ts \ \ ' i ts lcs a lol oI l l lnc.
;rncl orrgl i t  to bc altcrcd, for sontet imes an Harcl ly lcss irnl>ortaut thart the Chan-
hour ol morc in a cla1, is n'rLsted by this cel lor of the Exchequcr is thc' l ioreign
lather chi lcl ish mcthori of courrt ipg. '  Nl inistcr-the Secretary of Statc for

.  . ._ . . :  . .  r  r . . . . .  . r .  For t  ig r r  . \ t ta i rs .  
' l ' o  

l i i s  har rds  our  rc la t ions
-1:. 

'o, 
ltl: '.:: ']:l ' l ltt '"1]:'] l-1, ]"].:,.1']! r'r' it lr "otlrt.r corLntr.ics xre cnrrusrt'ct, antt

. t , lo l lSc  OI  t  O l l In l ( ) r IS  CtOr  "
, . '  

' : , : . ' ' ] . ' . ' " ,  
11" ] . : : { .  1 : :  l r t .  t  onrr r r r r r icat ( .s  \ \ ' i t l r  thcm throt rgh h igh

5 u l ) p l ] ' ,  \ \  l l ( ' I l  l I  l l a S  l l l (  r ' l l a l ) C e  l ( )  S l l r V C V^  ' ^ ' * "1  '  
. "  . . " '  ; ' J  o f { i t  i r r l s  aLr road who are  t ' i r l l t ' d  Ambass t -( tovcrnn l ( 'n i .  ( l (PJr l l l l c l l r s ;  

.  
Du l  

,  j t  , l l as  t i , , rs ,  o r  lh ro r rgh  t l rc  Ar r rL rassar - lo rs  o [
::lf. ' :l]1i:].1t"]]l '"1;. . 

tI ' l, l l o').,1'.']""rll: Iort.i 'srr couurrit,ircsirltnt in London. His
cacn,  s l t l t l l g  o l . , l l l ' '  r - l t )us r ' ,  ( l I l . t - l '  l l t ( '  i s  a i r  o f l i cc  o f  a r rx io r rs  care  ar rc l  dcuo
i^1l l : i ] l l ,  . l : : . . : . : l :  .1. l111",,- ' . .*:.{ i :". . : i l ,  rcsponsihit i ty, for in i t  arc invotvc<1 th'e
:: ' , l l : . ' , , , : l ,Yl: l l l i i i '1,:, . i :  l l l i I , l i : ; i i : ' : i , ,1 fr i , : ,rdship oi cnnrity of forcign ,,arions,
lil, il:lli. 

':..:'.1,.'^:o.,:1lil.lll.9l'l:..^ijll:..1'.1 tl,. possiLilitics or peace and iar.
V l r l l r i t l ) i e  n t ( l r n i  o l  ( u f L . c i l n r l  i t t t c l l t r ( J l t  To
a t - l n r i n i s t r a t i o r t  a r t d  o i l r t ' r '  t t u r t i l t ' : r .  I : o r  eRr rA rN ' s  pRrDE  rN  THE DEvELopMENT
exir lnplc,  i f  the postal  s , : rv icc in a certa in e oF HEF ovERsEAs DoMlNloNs

i:xi *l::i'i1"':il:'i.e'i:,!:'*i:J.i3:"lxl "ol,T 
'il::.tii:"'T1:i"T:"fi1*T3.''li

to the P.rsrr'astcr-(t.'erat asking if fg ;;;;i i;;;, i; il. "om." 6t Sccretary of
knov of thc incffrcier.rcr', and if hc lr'ould State firr the Colo'ies. Time *.ns ,,lh.r,
takc steps to rcnrcdy it. the Colonies r,r,ere merely regardcd as

A }lember of Parliamcni who does his millstones round our necks, and there is a
work thor.oughly l ias a busy and exhausting story that when, many genr'rat ions ago, a
t ime. 

' fhe 
House i tsr: lJ si ts fronr t 'ar l1, in certain colony prcsentcd a peti t ion to

the al ' temoon unti l  elevtn at night, rr lr i le London for the provision of a bishop and
the morriings arr- takel up L_v ct'mnrittces. clcrgv to care for their spiritual r,velfare,
Add to this al l  t l re concsponrlencc, inter- tht:y rvere toid bv the Color-r ial  Secretary
views, jotirneys, mectings in the consti- not to worry about their sou.ls but to go
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PARLIAMENT AND

back and srow tobacco. It was that sort
r.i treatme-nt which led to the loss o1 the
\orth American colonies and to the
..\merican Declaration of Independence.
In our more enlightcncd day we fake pride
in the development of the Overseas
I )ominions, and the Colonial Secretary's
.'tice is correspondingly exalted.

T H E  M I N T a T E R S  l N  C H A R G E  O F  T H E
I  D E P A R T M E N T S  O F  P U B L I C  L I F E

Then there is the Home Secretary, whose
:rusiness is q'ith the country's internal
,tJairs. He has charge of our prisons,
i,.nd administers the Acts relating to
:actories, workshops, and mines. The
I{ome Secretary is also responsible for the
,clnrinistration of the laws relating to
ihops, Bird Protection, and Aliens, and he
-,rntrols tire police of London, except those
, f the City Corporation. It is on his
;,rh'ice that the King exercises the pre-
:,,sative of mercy for criminals.

lhere is a Health Minister. whose

HOIT IT \TORKS

Adnuraltv, and the Air Ministry, each of
which is headed by a responsible Minister.

All the Ministers named have assistants,
called Under-Secretaries in some depart-
ments and Parliamentary Secretaries in
others. Together, this body of men form
the Government. If the Prime l\[inister
resigns, the entire Government resigns
with him, and a new Prime Minister
chooses fresh men.

The Cabinet is genbraily formed of
eighteen or twentl' leading members of the
Government, rvho meet in secret and whose
proceedings are never published. It illus-
trates the peculiar nature of the Rritish
Constitution rvhcn ne sav that tlie Cabinet
is quitc or.rtside and rquiie unknovi'n to thc
law of the lancl. At this Cabirret all-
intporta.nt decision-. are taken as to what
new lau's shoulcl be macle, or what policv
foilot'ed, on an), irtrportant subject, or
whether a dispute with some foreign
country shall end in peace or war.
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.::-,portant busjness is to safeguard p-hysical THE MEN wHo sray wHrLE oovEBNMENTa
:iicicncy, and to administer the Housing I "l|11f,;;il;o-oJe*r.rm=r"t" 

oo
\cts and to control Health Insurance. A
\lrnister of Education cares for the training . Strangely, ̂ too, Jlntil 3bo1t_ .half-way
: tlre nation,s children. The Board o"f through the Great War, tlte Cab'inet neuet

Trade conccrns itself with industry and lgPt anl r.ecord ultaleuer _of i.ts proceedings.
',rnmerce, ports, and shipping. A Minister Holvever.important thc business, however
: Transpoit is iesponsible fo-r railways. far-reaching the decisior-rs made, no

,\ \linister of pensions looks after the 
minutes were recorded' This rvas altered

-: ;Iions of pensioners who are a sad 
in the war try Mr' Lloyd Georg'e r'l'h<-r' when

: acv . or ihe' Great. w.'.' in J' Lg;'u -"J },. l;:i,'*,'";o1':L,t'T #'#;!;'*: j};:lt\:riculture and Fishcries li:,tg 9".yit-h a;p".#."t;ili$ i; ih; li;;t;;;'l;;k' ; .( \\ 'elfare of our farmers and our fisher-::,. n-a strange. combination^';'^"i^,?E:g *:n3"1"^li ,?: x,ll.?ljL: 
ttiijli"tJi'"Xi$

'r::ich provoked.a cockne{ 
"t,Xlgliti:1J mucli-necrle,l reform, and it 

"g"i" 
iluJ-: . ' ' t ing to call the office " Fish and, ,,ips.'v A Minister or Labour rvatches ilXt;:ry;"f;}"il*"|,,.:Hi:l,r,t;'ffi.tjtl"r,j;

, l  ()Lrr.. questions, controls the_ Employ- with a minimum of disturbance.:::. nt Exchanges, and manages Unemploy-
:: ' rtt Insurance. A Minister called the So rnuch for ttrc reDresentative political
i', .trnaster-General is theresponsible head €lovernment of the cbr,intry. The actual
: the Post Office. work of adrninistration is carried ont by

TxE L.RD .HAN.ELL.R, THE ATT.RNEy- paid offtcials, Iho, fortunatelv, are :rot
| 

"r"inr., 
i""i", ioL,crroR-oENERA. changed when the Government or the Par-

.r -^ ^__^:_.^ ̂ _^^:-! l iament changes. l.ach departrnent is
, :.1:,51:: Itj.'l:J:^..i,:_"..llpji:..t"t^p,"::1j stafled by odciats calerl Civil Servants',i:'"y.T:::';l:',:?;'il',H:'ffi,i:J'?"#;ii 

l|;rll# |;lt iii: ",liF,i,."o?T1li1l?:
;;:,:.^ii,'l:-{"^:t"t.f] lll.o:,*^I^1^ ll: manent character sreittl"rrerps e'iliir'i l , , lrse or Lommons rne Law. ulnc:rs ar: go\.enrmcnt instituti lns. When'a Gol,ern_:ii,., Attorney-General and his lieutenant irent cor'es into office the new Ministers'::t Sorrcrtor-ueneral' 

Y1T^:.,::-gt,,f^no*- 6nd stearly in their places the working
" 'lge is indispensable in passing Bilis' ofhcials whc know all about their business.

The defence of the countrv is entrusted and who carrv on essential w,:rk oI the-.r, tlrree departments-the War Office, the State while Governrnents ccme and gcl.
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